Mixed-gender events added to 2020 Olympics

EVENTS: Rank these with your partner. Put the best Olympics events at the top. Change partners often and share your rankings.

• wrestling • skateboarding • triathlon • swimming . marathon • cycling • Athletics  • shooting

BEFORE READING / LISTENING
1. TRUE / FALSE: Read the headline. Guess if a-h below are true (T) or false (F).

a.
There will be no mixed-gender events in judo.
T / F 

b.
There will be mixed-gender relays in swimming and athletics.
T / F 

c.
A swimming champion said mixed-gender events would take away the fun. T / F 

d. The champion said mixed-gender events add a little spice to the Games. T / F 

e.
The IOC president said the 2020 Games would be more youthful.
T / F 

f.
Everybody liked the introduction of sport climbing to the 2020 Games.
T / F g.
Traditional events like wrestling will have fewer athletes in Tokyo.
T / F 

h.
Women will make up less than 48% of the athletes.
T / F

LISTENING

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1706/170613-2020-olympics.html
1. What does IOC mean?

2. What mixed relay will there be in athletics?

3. In what sport did Adam Peaty win a gold medal?
4. What did Adam Peaty say would be "more fun"?
5. What did Adam Peaty say mixed events would add to the 2020 Games?
6. Who is Thomas Bach?
7. What did some people say about the introduction of new events?
8. What kind of basketball will be introduced?
9. Which two sports did the article say would have fewer athletes?
10. What percentage of the athletes at the Tokyo Games will be women?
THE ARTICLE

From http://www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com/1706/170613-2020-olympics.html
There will be more mixed-gender events and more women at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said men and women would compete together in archery, athletics, judo, sailing, shooting, swimming, table tennis, and triathlon. There will be a 4x400m mixed relay in athletics and a 4x100m mixed relay in swimming. 

British Olympics swimming champion Adam Peaty told the BBC that having mixed events in Tokyo would make the Olympics "more fun". He said "It's something that would make things a little bit more fun....It's great to mix things up from what they've been for so long as it adds a little spice and [mixed events] are great to watch."

The IOC also announced that there would be more sports at the Tokyo Olympics. IOC president Thomas Bach said the Games will be "more youthful, more urban and include more women". Not everyone is happy with the introduction of the new events. Some people said it was wrong to include urban sports like skateboarding, 3-on-3 basketball, sport climbing and BMX freestyle. 

These are to try and get more young people to watch the Games. Having newer sports means there will be fewer athletes in more traditional events like weightlifting and wrestling. Tokyo will be the most gender-balanced Olympics ever. Women will make up 48.8 per cent of athletes who will compete at the Games.

HOMEWORK

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from the text. Use a dictionary or Google’s search field (or another search engine) to build up more associations / collocations of each word.

2. INTERNET: Search the Internet and find out more about the Tokyo Olympics. Share what you discover with your partner(s) in the next lesson.

3. TOKYO OLYMPICS: Make a poster about the Tokyo Olympics. Show your work to your classmates in the next lesson. Did you all have similar things?
