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Have you ever been discriminated against? In pairs, talk about how you would feel about suffering from the following forms of discrimination. How do you think each type of discrimination affects people’s feelings and lives?

	· Racism
	· Religious discrimination

	· Sexism
	· Sexual orientation discrimination

	· Ageism
	· Size, weigh and looks discrimination

	· Disability discrimination
	· Pregnancy discrimination



DISCRIMINATION DISCUSSION

STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B)

	1)
	What is discrimination?

	2)
	What kind of discrimination exists in your country?

	3)
	Do you ever have thoughts that are discriminatory?

	4)
	Which countries around the world have shocking levels of discrimination?

	5)
	Are there strong laws in your country to prevent discrimination?

	6)
	What kind of sexual discrimination exists in your country?

	7)
	What do you do when you see discrimination?

	8)
	Does ageism exist in your country?

	9)
	Do you think there is religious discrimination in the war on terror?

	10)
	Is there a class or caste system in your country?



DISCRIMINATION DISCUSSION

STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A)
	1)
	Have you ever been discriminated against?

	2)
	Have you ever discriminated against people?

	3)
	What is the worst kind of discrimination?

	4)
	Do you think discrimination in the world will ever disappear?

	5)
	What kind of racial discrimination exists in your country?

	6)
	Is there discrimination in your school / company?

	7)
	How do people who are discriminated against react in your country?

	8)
	Are people in your country discriminated against because of the way they talk?

	9)
	Where does discrimination come from?

	10)
	Are you someone who holds zero discriminatory beliefs and attitudes?



Harvard sex controversy (Wed 19 Jan)

bNE: 

The president of Harvard University, Lawrence Summers, is under fire today for his sexist comments suggesting women are not as good as men at sciences, engineering and mathematics because of genetic differences. He is being heavily criticized by his peers for suggesting that women have less innate ability than men to reason and rationalize. One female researcher, biologist Nancy Hopkins, walked out of Mr. Summers’ presentation, and stated, “It’s so upsetting that all these brilliant young women [at Harvard] are being led by a man who views them this way.” She also said that if she had stayed, '”I would've either blacked out or thrown up.”

He further embroiled himself in controversy by saying there are fewer female lecturers and professors because women weren’t as willing as men to work long hours, and because of child raising and housework responsibilities; not because of discrimination. However, since becoming president of Harvard, one of the most prestigious institutions of learning in the world, the number of female lecturers has greatly fallen. He appointed four women and 28 men as lecturers last year.

He has tried to defend his comments by saying more research is needed into the respective intelligences of both sexes. He told the Boston Globe newspaper that people want to believe differences in male and female intelligence are due to social conditioning and not innate natural or God-given ability, “you have to be careful in attributing things to socialization. ... That's what we would prefer to believe, but these are things that need to be studied.”

Breaking News English Daily (www.breakingnewsenglish.com) 2005



























